
OLVER JOINS AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY IN RELAY FOR LIFE CELEBRATION ON CAPITOL HILL

  

Cancer activists from 1st District participate in activities 

          WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)      joined American Cancer Society volunteers from his district at the      Relay for Life “Celebration on the Hill.” The event was      held to celebrate cancer survivors and empower those affected by      cancer to advocate for the fight against the disease.

     Volunteers from the 1st District were chosen to serve as “Relay      Community Ambassadors,” where they joined thousands of other      ambassadors from all 50 states and 435 Congressional districts.      Olver met with Karen Sarat of Westfield, Will Larese of Easthampton,      Denise Mason of Deerfield, Jayne Church of Pittsfield, Julie Stevens      of Gardner and Joanne DiNardo of Leominster on the National Mall      to share stories about how their lives have been touched by cancer      and how the federal government can help.

     “The people who are here today represent the real life struggles      with cancer and show the importance for increased funding for federal      cancer research, prevention, expanded access to care and early detection      programs,” Olver said. “Because their lives have been      touched by cancer, they can make the most compelling case for more      funding. Traveling here and participating in this event shows their      commitment to the cause.”

     “Celebration on the Hill” is part of the American Cancer      Society’s signature activity, Relay for Life. The Relay for      Life is a unique 24-hour overnight activity. Participants organize      teams to walk, run or otherwise move around a track to demonstrate      their resolve to eliminate cancer as a major public health problem.      This year, 3,300 Relay For Life events were being held in communities      across the country with an estimated 2.5 million participants, including      500,000 cancer survivors. 
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